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A DISCOURSE 


Upon the Duration of Fururne Puntsamenr. 
By the Rev. Henry Ruffner, A. M. Professor of 
Languages in Washihgton College. Rich- 
mond: Printed by N. Pollard. 1823. 

THE TEXT. 
« These shall go away into everlasting punishment.” 
Marv. xxv. 46. First clause. 
(Continued from p. 275.) 
We hear in the same place of the second death. 





But that affords no hope; for to be cast into the 
jake of fire is expressly called the second death, 
and the only consequence mentioned is torment for- 
ever and ever.* 

On the other hand the book of this prophecy gives 
indirect but unequivocal evidence, that the guilty 
dwellers in tht fiery lake can never hope for deliver- 
ance. You have just heard of the book of life. 
We are told in another chapter that the names of 
some men were, and the names of the rest were 
not, written in that book from the foundation of 
the world. The book of life is therefore the eterna! 
foreknowledge of God. But those not written in 
that book are to be cast into the lake of fire; and 
they, we are assured in the prophecy, shall in no 
wise enter into the kingdom of heaven, but only 
they whose names are in the book of life.+ If they 
were excluded only for a season, they would have 
been as certainly inscribed in the book of life from 
the foundation of the world, as the others; for dif- 
ference of time makes no difference in Divine fore- 
knowledge; nor could it be truly said that only the 
part found in the book at the day of judgment 
should enter heaven. All would enter after a while. 





* If we suppose the second death must needs be 
like the first, ail that can be inferred fiom it is the 
dissolution of the body. To affirm that it will either 
annihilate the soul, or teansfer the sinner to heaven, 
is mere unwarranted assertion. "The first death 
produces no such effects, or the wicked would not 
need the second death to produce them. And after 
the second death will the soul go to heaven bodi- 
less, and thus be inferior to the other saints? Or 
will there be a resurrection of the body after the 
second death? Where has God revealed any such 
things? And who can know thew without reve- 
lation. : 

Some divines have supposed, from the punish- 
ment of the wicked being sometimes called destruc- 
tion, perishing, &c.; and from the mention of the 
second death ; that the penal fire would finally con- 
sume the bodies of the wicked, and leave their 
souls an everlasting prey to remorse and despair. 
This is at least as far as (I think farther than) the 
language of scripture will warrant us to go. 


Yet notwithstanding, had we an intimation that 
the wicked were to be sanctified by their pains, 
hope might still glimmer upon their dark abode. 
But revelation opens no thought of that kind. Heil 
is often described as a place of wrath, vengeance, 
punishment; never as a place of puridication. This 
prophecy excludes the idea, After the vision is 
closed—the judgment over,—the righteous in glory, 
—the wicked in torment;—the judge himself pro- 
claims to the prophet; “ He that is unjust aud filthy, 
let him be unjust and filthy still; he that is right- 
eous and holy, let him be righteous and holy still.’”* 
Facts forbid us to refer this sentence to the present 
life, where unjust men may and do become right- 
eous. It must be referred to some state were cha- 
racters become unchangeably good or bad. Neces- 
sity, and the connexion of the discourse, direct us 
to heaven and hell for the application. 

I shall close the scripture proof with two more 
texts, the one directly affirming, the other neces- 
sarily implying eternal p&loishment. 

Our Saviour assures us there isa sin absolutely 
unpardonable. ‘The declarations concerning the 
blasphemer against the Holy Ghost, found in three 
of the Gospels,t are these: “ He shall not be for- 
given ;’—he shall not be forgiven [ss +27 asava] to 
eternity (the very phrase used by Christ in relation 
to his people; They shall not perish; [s¢ tov seve} 
to eternity )}—but he is bound over} to eternal dam- 
nation ;§ (so in the place just alluded to, he said 
of his people, “I give unto ‘them eternal life,” 
using the same word as«vies ;}—he shall not be for- 
given, neither in this world, nor in the world to 
come.#+ Language can go no further in giving em- 
phatical explicitness to a doctrine. I remark only 
that the Scriptures make no distinction in the du- 
ration of different men’s future punishment. The 
blasphemer against the Holy Ghost cannot escape 

* Rev. xxii, I. ¢ Luke xii. 10. Mark iii. 29. 
Mat. xii. 31. 

t Enochos,|| in danger is the common translation ; 
but here at least the word signifies unavoidable 
liability. ‘ 

§ Mioniou kriseos.© So Heb. vi. 2. aiontou kri- 
matos,** eternal judgment. But why called eter- 
nal except for its consequences? And why so, if its 
consequences be but temporary to the wicked ? But 
in truth the seripture language concerning the judg- 
ment always declares or implies the eternity of its 
decisions. 

"44 The word here translated world is aion,!} 
which being distinguished into present and future, 
signifies the two ages or states of man, the temporal 








t Rev. xvii. 8, ard. xxj 27. 
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it; others may by timely repentance ; but if they 


neglect that, they and all are consigned to the sam 
doom. 

The second text is this expression of Christ 
“ Woe unto that man by whom the Son of mani 


betrayed; it were good for him not to have been 


born.” (Matt. xxvi. 24.) He delivers this septi 
ment as his own, and the correctness of it depend 
upon Judas Iscariot’s suffering more than he eve 


did ov will enjoy. An eternity of heaven’s blis 


would make it infinitely good for him to have been 
born, however long a purgatory he would have to 


pass through to heaven. 


Want of time, not of matter, obliges me here 
to close the scripture testimony. Were the evidence 


as clear in favour of your personal admission int 
heaven, Lam sure you would esteem it satisfactory 


But hard as it is for sinful mortals to receive the 
doctrine, its scripture evidence has subdued the pre- 


judices of Chiistians generally in every age, frou 
the days of the apostles. 


It has been asserted that our translations deceive 
us in these latter times; that education and babit 
To 
disprove such assertions, | have dealt much with 
the original, I hope so plainly as to show the mean- 


lead us to affix a wrong sense to words, &c. 


ig of the inspired writers. 
pretence for such assertions, I will briefly state the 


testimony of the learned and pious Greek fathers of 
They re- 
ceived the gospel in their @wn language, fresh from 


the first two hundred years after Christ. 


the tongues and peris of the apostles. They speak 
of future punishment in these terms: “ We teach 
that every man goes to eternal punishment or re- 
ward ;—that the wicked, body and soul, shall suffer 
a punishment that is eternal, and not for a period 
of 1000 years, as the philosopher Plato says.— 
When Christ comes to judgment, he will send the 
bodies of the wicked endued with eternal feeling 
into eternal fire; and what kind of feeling they 
will have, may be judged from these sayings, 
Their worm shall not cease, and their fire shall not 
be quenched ; then shall they repent, when they 
shall not profit by repentance. 
nal and without end.”* Many and various expres- 
sions of this kind they use, to exclude all doubt of 
their meaning. With them the Latin writers of 
those times agree, declaring future punishments to 
consist in infinite torments to which there is no 
limit nor ewd.{ Nor do they @eliver these as only 
their private sentiments. They frequently state 
them as the undisputed doctrine of the church. So 


Their loss is eter- 





time in this world, because both refer to the same 
person ; it shall not be forgiven him, the individual 
sinner, neither in the present, &c. But this does 
rot imply that other sins are forgiven in a future 
state ; it is plainly and singly designated to cut off 
all manner of hope. It may allude to the day of 
judgment, when the saints shall be publicly for- 
given. 

* Justin Martyr Apol.i. Irenus v. 
auton aionios kai ateleutetos.+ 


7. steresis 


| Cyprian and Tertullian. 


To remove the whole 


ee 


that the whole church, Greeks and Latins, in th- 
e| first ages after the apostles, understood from tradi- 
tion and scripture, that eternal punishment was an 


:}| unquestionable doctrine of the gospel. 
s Afterwards arose Origen, almost as fond of 


Plato’s philosophy, as of the Gospel. He, after 
Plato, taught that mankind would be good and bad, 


3} happy and miserable by turns, forever. Yet he de- 


tinded eternal rewards and punishments to be the 
Few indeed but those 
counted heretics, ever departed from that doctyin 


1 
s| doctrine of the church.* 

Moreover, both Jews and heathens in-ow Sa. 
viour’s time, generally believed that some men 
would be eternally punished. The Pharisees were 
of this opinion, and they were the most numerous 


»}and popular sect of the Jews. 


So we learn from 
-| Josephus.t Philo, a celebrated Jewish writer oj 
the same age, says that punishment after death is, 
To live and be ever dying, and in a manner to sut 
1} ter the pains of an endless death. 

This being the common opinion, wherever the 
Gospel was first preached, upon a subject of infi- 
nite importance, we might expect our Saviour and 
his apostles to declare the true doctrine plainly ; and 
if the common opinion were false, to abolish the 
tremendous error, by direct, unequivocal contradic- 


tion. So they usually dealt with prevailing errors. 


>| One error embraced by some Jews on this very 
point they did contradict with the utmost care and 
plainness—the opinion that the punishment 91 wick- 
but 
eternal. Tflow often do they teach us that there is 
no difference of that kind between Jew and Gen- 
tile.t 


ed Jews would be temporary, of Gentiles 


But in all the places where it was their 
selemn purpose to teach us the whole truth coneern- 
ing future punishment, do they no where deny its 
No, not in 
What then do they build 
upon, who thus deny and assert ? 


eternity or assert its limited duration ? 
any place whatever. 
Upon some 
texts which do not directly relate to the subject ; 
and which are peculiarly capable, by themselves, 
of diferent interpretations ; but conswered in then 
whole connexion, are far from answering the in- 
tended purpose. IT shall mention those chietly re 

lied upon, and briefly suggest how they are map 
plicable or misconstrued. 

(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Mr. Rafiner’s commentary on the book of Reve 

lation will not edify his readers, nor increase their 
estimation of his ability as an expositor of the 
Scriptures. “We hear of the second death.” True, 
Sir; how will the admission of your conclusion, 
that the second death “atiords no hope,” affect the 
main point under consideration? The Gospel af- 
fords hope. Paul declares of the creation, that God 
subjected them to vanity in hope. (Rom. viii.) There 
is hope, a hope of God’s establishing, tor all men 
Some men may not enjoy the consolation arising 
from this hope; but, Sir, there is hope. Mr. R.’s 
note in the margin is a mere compilation of opmi- 


ons, Which do no honour to his head or heart. 
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* Whithy on Heb. vi. + Antiq. xviii. 1. Jew- 
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liever endures it as well as the unbeliever., Sir, we 
neither affirm that the “second death will annihi- 
late the soul, nor transfer the sinner to heaven.” 
Why do you attempt to prejudice the public mind, 
by these insinuations ? Sir, your note is calculated 
to betray ignorance on your part, and to mislead 
and prejdice others. We do not judge and act 
from mere supposition. Those whom you call divines, 
may conjecture what they please ; the Scriptures 
we our standard. God “ blots out” the sinner’s sins, 
and takes the just to heaven. 

Mr. R.’s assertions are unwarrantable. He says, 
“On the other hand, the book of this prophecy 
gives indirect but unequivocal evidence, that the 
guilty dwellers in the fiery lake can never hope toi 
deliverance. You have just heard of the book of 
life.” True, Sir. Have you heard of the book of 
death? It appears you have a book of this descrip- 
tion. Now we admit that some men’s “ names were 
written in the book of life from the foundation of 
the world.” What are we to understand by the 
the term name? That your name, Henry Ruffner, 
is written in the “ Lamb’s book of life?” You say, 
“the book of life is therefore the eternal foreknow- 
ledge of God.” Wherefore ? The reason you assign 
is, “that the names of some men were not written 
in that book.” The contrary of this conclusion re- 
sults from your premises. God foreknew all men. 
Are the names of all men written in the book of 
lite? You have forgotten that the language of the 
Apocalypse is highly figurative, and that the figures 
agree with the prophecies. We read, (Rev. ii. 17.) 
of a“ new name.” Also, (iii. 12.) of writing upon 
men “the name of my God, the name of the city of 
my God,” &c. “and my new name.” Again, of the 
“ Father's name written in their foreheads.” (xiv. i.) 
Consider the woman, a figure of antichrist. “ Upon 
her forehead a name written.” What isit? Ans. 
“ Mystery,” Sc. “the mother [author] of harlots 
{spiritual adulteresses] and abominations of the 
earth.” (xvii. 5.) See 1 John v. 9-12. God has wit- 
nessed of his Son, in the plain language of truth. 
Antichrist, the “great whore,” the woman, the 
mother of abominations, deals in mystery. They 
who worship the beast, a destroyer, instead of the 
Lamb, a Saviour, are deluded by her. She is the 
cause of murder and bloodshed, of war and misery. 
Christ writes upon, (that is, teaches men) the name 
of his God, which is Futher, and his new name, 
which is Son, and the city of God. The Gospel is 
the book of life. Life and immortality are brought 
to light by it. The Gospel, or book of life, teaches 
life, and not death. All who read this book, find 
their names written therein. What is the name? 


Ans. Son. God is the Father. Hear Paul, “Ye 
have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
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fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba Father. The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God ;” or sons. (Rom. viii. 15, 16.) 
The reverse of this, the “ spirit of bondage to fear,” 
is the condition of those who worship the beast. 
The book of life is plain and easy. The forehead 
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the death of the body is the second death, the be-| of the mother of hailots is emblazoned with the 


word mystery. Her deluded votaries cannot see 
theit name written in the book of life, from the 
foundation or beginning. God’s Spirit, which is 
love, will not witness with their spirit, which is a 
“ spirit of bondage to fear.” The miserable follow- 
ers of antichristian doctrines, have died the Jirst 
death, become carnally minded, and they die the 
second death. 

Mr. R. says, of those written in the book, “ nor 
could it be truly said that only the part found in the 
book at the day of judgment should enter heaven.” 
Sir, you take some liberty, in accommodating your- 
selfto such terms and phrases as appear best in 
your eyes. However, we only request you to read 
Rev. xiv. 6, 7, to set you right. Having closed the 
judgment, vision, &c. you say, “the judge himself 
proclaims to the prophet, * He that is unjust,’” &c. 
Sir, how do you know that the judgment ts closed 
at thistime ? You have landed your sinners in hell, 
not in the lake of fire. Sir, the lake of fire is for 
the destruction of death and hell. Nearly eighteen 
aundred years ago, “ the Lord God of the holy pro- 
phets sent his angel to show unto Ins servants the 
things which must shortly be done.” (Rev. xxii. 6.) 
It is then added, “ Behold, I come quickly.” Again. 
“ He saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the pro- 
phecy of this book: [Why ?] for the time is at hand. 
He that is unjust, let him be unjust still,” &c. “ Be- 
hold, [Look! ] I come [When ?] quickly : [immedt- 
ately] and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be.” Again. “ He 
which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly.” Sir, has Christ come, as above stated ? 
Here is a cloud of witnesses. Christ declared, 
when in the flesh, that the generation to whom he 
spoke, should not pass away until the things spoken 
of should be fulfilled. He deciared, (Luke xxi.) 
“ These be the days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled.” And after this 
God sent his angel, and testified, nearly 1800 years 
ago, saying, “ Behold, I come quickly.” We do not 
wish to offend any creature living. But a love of 
truth compels us to say, that if infidelity consists in 
denying the asseverations of the Bible, the man who 
denies the declarations above quoted, is an infidel, 
with all his professions. Professions are mere wind. 
Read this—“If any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life.” This leads 
us to the consideration of another particular. 

A man may have his name written in the book of 
life, and, according to Mr. Ruffner’s view of the 
time spoken of, another world, enter heaven, and 
afterwards be turned out! We read of the fruit of 
the tree of life, that it is for the healing of the na- 
tions. If this fruit will heal the nations, Mr. R.’s 
hell will not be wanted for that purpose. We re- 
luctantly close our remarks on this part of Mr. R.’s 
Discourse ; our limits not admitting a longer reply. 

Mr. R. says, “ Our Saviour assures us there is a 
sin absolutely unpardonable.” ‘This is a most wick- 
ed assertion. For our Saviour never used this mode 
of expression, nor any thing like it. Mr. R. con- 
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Q84 
the blas- 


phemer against the Holy Ghost, found in three of 


tinues—“* The declarations concerning 


the gospels, are these : He shall not be forgiven 27— 
he shall not be forgiven [eis ton aiona) to eterni- 
a Kc. 
clarations related by the evangelists, to the confusion 
You 
You 


use of these pas- 


Mr. R. continues, and jumbles the de- 
of the reader. Sir, your conduct is criminal. 
cannot plead ignorance, but sin wilfully. 

know, that yoursa@mrangeme nt and 
sages is unjustifiable. That von would chastise 
your pupils should they be guilty of a like conduct, 
in ordinary composition in their Greek exercises. 
When a man wishes the misery of his fellows, he 
will not hesitate to pervert the Scriptures to tor- 
ment them. 
with. 


Sir, you shall be dealt honourably 
Your duplicity shall be exposed, and full 
Out 
of your own mouth shall you be judged, thou wick- 


liberty granted you to wear all your laurels. 
ed servant. Sir, in page 26, of your book, we read 
in your marginal note a follows, “ 2'Tim. iv. 10. 
Having loved {ton nun aiona) the present age, life 
or world.” Also, * Matt. xii. 32. [oute en toute aio- 
ni oule en to mellonti.| Neither in this age, world, 
or state of being, nor in the future.” You had for- 
gotten this. In yoar 32d page, you make the word 
aiona, signify eternity, the very word which you 
You then 
pervert the declaration in Mark iii. 29, contending 


acknowledge in p. 26, to signify age. 


that the word enochos, rendered danger, signifies 
“ bound over.” Sir, when you read this, your con- 


You 


will feel that * the way of the transgressor is hard.” 


science will inflict an adequate punishment. 


For your information (for we do not yet regard you as 
having arrived at the pinnacle of the temple of 
knowledge,) we mention, that the atontou kriseos 
in Mark ii, 29, is the judgment spoken of in Rev. 


xiv. 6, 7, which commenced with the preaching of 


the gospei; where the same word which you ce- 
light to call damnation, is proverly rendered judg- 
ment. Sir, the passage signifies just this, (and we 
appeal to your conscience for the truth of our dec- 
laration,) that the party spoken of hath not remis- 
sion or forgiveness to the age, but is liable to the 
It is said in Matt. xii. to this 
amount, The party shall not be forgiven neither in 


judgment of the age. 
this nor the coming ace. The coming age spoken 
of by Matthew, [at the end of the Jewish church,] 
answers to the judgment of the age in Mark. It is 
important to consider, that a“ sin absolutely unpar- 
donable,” and a sin that is not pardoned, for a time, 
are two things. 
he hath an urelean spirit.” 
Devil. Ifyou could prove that God is moved by a 
spirit so malignant as never to forgive, but to tor- 


The sin is this, * Because they said 
That is, the spirit of a 


ture endlessly those who sin against him, you would 
But 
while men accuse Him of possessing an unclean 


substantiate the charge. God forgives all sin. 
God's 
mercy and love are infinite. Mr. 
R. adds, “ So in the place just alluded to, he said of 
his people, ‘1 give unto them eternal life,’ using the 


spirit, they cannot have remission of sin. 
All sin is finite. 


same word atonios ;—he shall not be forgiven, nei- 
ther in this world, nor in the world to come!” In 
his note, Mr. R. says, “ The word here translated 
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world is aion !” Sir, you cannot be so ignorant as to 
You know the Passage 
does not read “ in this world, nor in the world to 
The word aion occurs but once, and thy 


word mellontt signifies coming shortly. To oy, 


mistake in this manner. 
come.” 


astonishment, we read the following, in Mr, R's 
note. “ It cannot mean two ages or periods of time 
in this world, because both refer to the same person; 
it shall not be forgiven him,” &e. Supposing vou 
were to understand it as follows—He that blas- 
phemeth, &c. shall not be forgiven in this age ;- 

he that blasphemeth in the coming age, shall not bs 
forgiven in the coming age. The declaration was 
made nearly at the close of the dispensation of thy 


law. 


Or, neither in this, nor in the age soon com- 
ing, shall he or they who blaspheme, be forgiven, 
The ages spoken of refer to all who blaspheme in 
both ages. If you construe it to mean this mode of 
eXistence, or another mode of existence, Vou Cannot 
avoid the conclusion, that all sin and blasphemy, 
with the exception of blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit, will be forgiven in another world. But Mr. 
R., with a view to avoid the difficulty, says, “ It may 
allude to the day of judgment, when the saints shal] 
be publicly forgiven.” According to this, the saints 
are not forgiven only in another world! Mr. R., 
with all his show of pretensions, is at a loss how to 
Mr. R. also quotes “ Heb. 
First 


prove that the word aioniou signifies eternal, befor 


understand the passage. 
vi. 2. aioniou krimatos, eternal judgment.” 


you (taking it for granted,) ask, “ But why cail it 
eternal, except for its consequences ?” 

We express our feelings and opinions, when we 
say, in reference to all unbelievers who have pervert- 
ed the Scriptures, and tortured the anxious inquirer 
after truth, that society at large has been injmed by 
them in a greater degree than by all the robbers of 
Witness the wars and blood- 
shed which have grown out of this prolific cause of 


money and goods. 
mischief. We never heard of aman hanging or 
drowning himself, for the loss of property taken by 
the highwayman, or housebreaker ; but we have heard 
of many who have committed suicide from distrac- 
tion produced by perversions of the Scriptures. 
To rob a man of his peace of mind, and send him to 
the halter for relref, is a more mischievous thing 
than torob a man of his money. We are not per- 
sonal in these remarks. We speak of the practice 
generally, of perverting the Scriptures ; represent- 
ing the God of Love as a cruel tyrant, and ruiming 
the peace of mind of thousands. 


country, and, God be praised, can express our sen- 


We are in a free 


timents; which are, that there is no crime recog- 
nized by the laws, which is so productive of human 
misery, and has been so injurious to society at large, 
as the crime of perverting the Scriptures. This 
abominable wickedness brought upon the Pharisees 
of old, the cutting reproofs of the Saviour, who 
justly called them “ serpents,” a “ generation of vi- 
pers.” They iasidiously, with fair pretensions, de- 
stroyed the peace of mind of thousands; shutting 
up the kingdom of heaven against men, and repre- 
senting God, the Father of all, as partial, and the 


enemy of his offspring. Religion, and every thing 











inserving the name, is calculated to reconcile man 
zs his lot: and to awaken confidence, love, and 
ratitude toward his Creator. God is Love ; and his 
servants never represent Him at variance with love. 
Presuming that no apology is necessary for this di- 
ession, we proceed to the consideration of the 
|scourse. 
Mr. R. continues—* The second text is this ex- 
yesaion of Christ: * Wo unto that man by whom 
« Son of man is betrayed; it were good for him 
yot to have been born.’ ” (Matt. xxvi. 24.) All that 
wn be said of this passage is, that Christ expressed 
pity for Judas, saying, “ Alas! for that man.” For 
I th it can be gathered from the conclusion of the 
optence is, that Christ expressed this sentiment— 
« Good were it [in the present tense} for that man 
{ he were not [in the present tense] born.” Mr. 
R. has varied the mode of expression from the com- 
He wishes to make Christ express 
) opinion that it would have been better for Judas 
never to have existed at all. 


mon translation. 


This is a construction 
which the original will never bear. When we are 
writing, we consider that honest men of common 
sense, Will examine our productions. We shall be 
jetected if we cheat. If we descend to puerility, 
we shall have the credit of it. We cannot believe 
that Mr. R. would have written as he has, if some- 
thing ike these reflections had presented them- 
vlves. But we have a greater concern. The eye 
of Omutpotence beholds us with ascrutinizing look, 
nd we must obey Him, and not man. 

Every feeling within us—every sentiment we 
herish—all knowledge that we possess of God’s 
character and purposes, forbids our admitting, for a 


moment, that He would bring any man into being, 
ifthat being should prove a final curse to the man. 
The God we worship, and the only God whose ex- 
istence we will acknowledge, is a God of LOVE. 
We will adopt the language of his prophet, and say, 


“| will sing of thy mercies for ever.” Our God, 
aud his Son, Jesus Christ, never expressed the abo- 
minable sentiment which Mr. R. has foisted upon 
the passage. He never “delivered this sentiment 
as us own,” or the sentiment of any other, that Ja- 
das Iscariot’s sufferings should exceed his enjoy- 
ment, taking into view the whole of his existence. 
Nor can we assent to the grammar or the reason of 
Mr. R’s remark, that “ An eternity of heaven’s bliss 
would make it infinitely good for him to have been 
born, however long a purgatory he would have to 
pass through to heaven.” 
“eternity and infinitely” 


Sir, what do the words 
signify ? Pray inform us, 
how a man can be tormented millions of years, apd 
pass an “ infinitely good elernity” of happiness a/- 
terwards? It may answer for you, who deal in 
misery by wholesale, to approve of “ long purgato- 
ries 3” but for ourselves, we had rather never exist 
at all, than to be tormented in John Calvin’s purga- 
tory, for the short period of one hundred years. It 
would requife an finitely longer eternity than you 
have mentioned, for us to forget the smart of the 
pains, or to reconcile us to the being whose cruelty 
inflicted them. We are rooted and grounded in the 
belief, that a Devil is the ouly being in existence 
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who is pleased with the sight of misery. Also, that 
a Devil is the only being who wishes for its continu- 
ance. If there is an almighty Devil, we may be 
tormented for opposing his cruel reign. But we 
rejoice that the * Lorn Gon Omnipotent reign- 
eth.” Our destiny is in His hands, and we are sa- 
tisfied. “The Lord is my light and my salvation, 
of whom shall I be afraid 2” Therefore, it is per- 
tactly useless to tell us of endless Hells, eternal 
Devils, and long purgatories. Sir, we rejoice that 
you, and all mankind are safe ; for God is the Fa- 
ther, the unchangeable Friend of all his offspring. 

Poor Judas, alas! for thee; there lives not the 
man whose bosom is warmed with so much as one 
spark of the fire that burned in the heart of Jesus, 
who will not express his compassion for thee. Alas! 
for the man who could let an avaricious disposition 
estrange him from the cause of so good, so kind a 
Master. How soon thy compygctions harrowed up 
thy soul, nerved thee with = to defend his 
cause, and to assert his innocence and thy guilt, in 
the presence of his truly implacable enemies! 
Would to heaven that modern Judases, who betray 
their master, and forsake his cause, for money and 
honour, would repent as soon, and as sincerely as thou. 
While thine eleven compeers, who swore with thee 
‘o support thy Master's cadise, were skulking with 
trembling affright, thou entered the judgment-hall, 
and asserted the innocence of thy Lord. Never was 
repentance more prompt, nor more sincere, than the 
repentance of Judas Iscariot. He made all the re- 
paration in his power, and fell a victim to the an- 
He was choked with grief. 
We give Mr. R. credit for not introducing the stale 


guish of a broken heart. 


objection, which originated in a mis-translation, that 
Judas hanged himself. It would appear, that Christ's 
expression was a proverbial saying among the Jews, 
in times of great calamity. Even the prophet Jere- 
miah (xx. 14-18.) cursed the day of his birth; wished 
he had not been born; and asks, “ Wherefore came 
I forth to see labour and sorrow, that my days should 
be consumed with shame ?” 

We have already expressed astonishment at some 
of Mr. R.’s sayings, but here follows a declaration 
more wonderful still. He says, “ Were the evidence 
as clear in favour of your personal admission into 
heaven, Lam sure you would esteem it satisfactory !”’ 
We have rubbed our eyes, and read this again and 
again, and we can make only this out of it, that, 
Were the evidence of the salvation of mankind, as 
clear as the evidence of their damnation, the reader 
might safely conclude he would go to heaven. Mr. 
Consequently, the 
probability is, the reader, or mankind, will be damn- 
Mr. R. adds, 
* But hard as it is for sinful mortals to receive the 
doctrine [of clear evidence in favow of endless dam- 
nation, and cloudy testimony in favour of salvation,} 


R. infers this is not the case. 


ed for want of clear testimony!!! 


its scripture evidence has subdued the prejudices of 
Christians generally in every age, from the days of 
the apostles.” {tt appears then, that the prejudices 
of sinners and Christians are, or have been, united 
against the doctrine of endless misery. Sir, the 
most cruel and abandoned wretches have been the 
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greatest sticklers for endless misery. 


Witness the 
horrid massacres and tortures of victims by the Ro- 
mish church! To test the truth of the proposition, 
take John Calvin, a man who delighted in the anti- 
cipation of the endless wretchedness of three-fourths 
The blood of the martyr 
Do you call 


of the creation of God. 
Seavercs cries from the ground. 
Calvin a Christian 2 If so, what do you eall Christ ? 
The antipodes are not more distant than their prin- 
Caivin’s prejudices agatast 
were subdued! Nothing can be 
more evident. He even considered the Hell to be 
ill-timed, and made one himself to torture and roast 
poor Srravetrus! This is certainly clear testimony. 
The only difficulty is to prove that those men, who 
have swallowed this abominable hypothesis with the 
Prove this, Sir, and 
you shall be crowned with laurel! 


ciples and practices. 


endless misery 


greatest relish, are Christians. 

To “remove the yhole pretence for assertions” 
that endless misery is not the doctrine of Christ and 
his apostles, Mr. R. introduces the testimony of the 
learned and pious Greek father’s of the church. Sir, 
we can produce the testimony of more ancient men, 
of greater learning, to prove the meaning of the 


Greek words! We can produce the testimony of 


Giod, and all his holy prophets, to prove the doc- 
trine of “ the restitution of all things.” Acts. iii. 21. 
We readily admit, that within 200 years, the pre- 
dictions of Christ's apostles were verified. Even in the 
days of the apostles, John (1 Epis. iv. 1.) cautioned 
those to whom he wrote, saving, “ Beloved, believe 
not every spuit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God: because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world.” All “God’s holy prophets testify o 
the restitution of all things.” (Acts iii. 21.) There 
were false prophets in John’s time, who denied this 
truth, and testified that only a part would be re- 
stored. Peter says, (2 Epis. ii. 1, 2.) “But there 
were false prophets also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teashers among you, who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. And many shall ‘follow their 
pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of 
truth shall be evil spoken of.” Paul declares in the 
most emphatic language, (1 Tim iv. 9-11,) * This is 
a faithful saying and worthy of ail acceptation. 
For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Sa- 
viour of all men, especially of those that believe. 
These things command and teach.” It is a lament- 
able fact, that within 200 years after Christ, “the 
way of truth was evil spoken of.” Pretended ser- 
vants of Christ, sought their own aggrandizement, 
and incorporated the traditions of men, the absurdi- 
ties of the heathen nations, with the Gospel of 
Christ. We agree with Mr. R. “that few indeed 
but those counted heretics, ever departed from that 
doctrine” of endless misery. But, Christ and his 
apostles have been accounted heretics. 

Mr. R. also says, “Moreover, both Jews ‘and 
Heathens in our Saviour’s time, generally believed 
that some men would be eternally punished.” True, 
Sir, the idolatrous Jews, and the stupid Pagans, 
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are on your side of the question. They were a 
They were true disciples and firm be. 
lievers of the essential articles of your creed, 

Mr. R. continues, “ The Pharisees were of th 
opinion, and they were the most numerous and 
popular sect of the Jews.” 


heretics. 


Yes, Sir, those « sey. 
pents,” that “ generation of vipers,” were of \ ves 
opinion, and harmonized with you in sentimer 
We are willing to acknowledge, that the popular 
secis, the Pharisees” of every age, are against ue 
Sir, “our sect is every where spoken onnient ” 
We never knew a Pharisee to believe the trys) 
We Su, will concede at once, that you can produce 
a host of witnesses against us. But 
fied, that “God and all His holy prophets testify oj 
the restitution of all things.” 


Mr. R. considers that we might expect Christ ay 


We are Statys. 


his apostles, if the common opinion were false, 
abolish the tremendous error, &c. Sir, Christ eo). 
demned the doctrine of the Pharisees. He taug\); 
that He was the bread of God, which eometh dow, 

from heaven, and giveth life unto the world; «\| 
men. (John vi. 33.) His apostles taught the sam 

Hear Paul declare, that “‘ God was in Christ recon 

ciling the world [all men] unto himself, not impu- 
ting their trespasses unto them.” Not accounting 
them guilty. (2 Cor. v.19.) Sir, Paul, in all his 
epistles, does not use the word aionion but once, j 

connexion with the punishment of sinners. Pete: 
and James have not named it. This word is foun! 
(in this connexion) but three times in Matthew's cos. 
pel. Luke does not name it. Mark only once. Ii 
John’s gospel and all his epistles, it is not to ly 
jound. Inthe few passages where it occurs, it is 
evidently used according to its primary significa 
tion, being derived from the root aion, age! 

Mr. R. refers to Rom. ii. 9-11. Sir, we hav 
solemn question to ask you, Do you obey the truth 
Are not you obeying unrighteousness, (giving hee! 
to an unmerciful doctrine,) in opposing the testimo- 
ny of God, and all his holy prophets? A prophet 
testifies, (Psa. xevi.) that “ the world shall be estab- 
lished that it shall not be moved.” You destroy the 
world. A ptophet declares, (Psa. Ixxxvi.) lll 
nations whom thou hast made shall come and wor 
ship beJore thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy 
name.” You deny this. God says, “ I will ransom 
them from the power of the grave ; I will redeem 
them trom death: O death, I will be thy plagues: 
O grave, (Scheol, Hades.) I will be thy destruction.” 
You, Sir, contend, that man will suffer death end 
lessly. You ask, “ What then do they build upon, 
who thus deny and assert 2” We will tell you, Su, 
We build upon “ Christ, the head of every man. — 
Upon the testimony of God and all his holy proph«'s 
While you build upon “ Pharisees, serpents, a £01 
ration of vipers !” 

(To be continued.) 
—p—. 
WHAT IS THE DEVIL? 
OR, REMARKS ON DEMONIOLOGY. 

Number 34, page 269, contains a communicatins 

on Demoniology. Before we published this, »' 





promised to give some account of the discussion 0 
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stibject In question, and to state the prominent 


the 
yguments and testimonies which were produced in 
“Society for the Investigation and Establish- 


We also purposed to 


ment of Gospel Truth.” 
ier some remarks on the communication, above- 
unto the present time. 

Our correspondent, Anti-PyTHonices, assumed 
he position that “ Demons are the spirits of deceas- 
He has not offered any thing 
Where- 
re, as we read of dumb and blind Demons, we are 


| pe ople.” (Men.) 
evidence of the truth of his declaration. 
to conclude that the spirits of deceased persons are 
sometiines blind and dumb. If this be true, they 
cannot be very mischievous. As*our correspondent 
las given his own opinion of the matter, we are not 
disposed to disturb him, unnecessarily, by an at- 
tempt to confute what he has only asserted. Those 
who consider him as sufficient authority, will be his 
disciples. The residue will investigate the subject 
as they please. 

In the discussion of this subject, it was proved, 
that Devils were something new, at a time posterior 
The word Devil, (Greek 
Diabolos,) first occurs in Matt. iv. 1. The word 
Devils, first occurs in Levit. xvii. Then 
Deut. xxxil. 17. “ They sacrificed unto Devils, not 
to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods 
that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not.” 
{The word Devils also occurs in 2 Chron. xi. 15; 
Psa. evi. 37.] It appears the fathers of those spoken 
of, had no fear of Devils. The reason to be as- 
signed is sufficient. They were “ new gods.” There 
were no Devils to fear; therefore their fathers fear- 


to the forination of man. 


7. in 


ed none. 

The word Satan, (Hebrew Sathanas) occurs first 
1 Chron. xxi. 1. [tis conceded that the word 
endered Devil, signifies a calumniator or accuser. 
The word rendered Satan, an adversary, who is 
anti, Opposed to God, and to man’s best interests. 
The Persian Magi, who were the “Doctors of Divini- 
ty” of that day, taught, that two opposite principles 
yw powers ruled the universe, and governed the 
destwies of men. The good power, who ruled in 
Heaven, they called Orasmasdes. 'The evil power, 
who ruled in hell, Arimanius. They taught, that 
all good and evil was the result of the determina- 
tions and operations of these dkvo principles or pow- 
To correct this false theology, it is supposed 
the declaration by the prophet was addressed to Cy- 
tus, as follows :—* I form the light, and create dark- 
ness: Imake peace, and create evil: J the Lorp 
do all these.” (See Isa. xlv. 1-7.) Therefore, one 
power rules the universe, and governs the destinies 


Ts. 


ofmen. By evil, we understand, not sin in the ab- 
stract but, every thing that man gonsiders as evil, 
because in opposition to what his ignorance pursues 
The subversion of his plans, the destruc- 
tion of his operations, and the disappointment of his 
expectations. Sin and evil are two things. The 


evil which God produces, has the good of man fot 


is good. 


its object. The term is adopted because man ac- 
counts God's ways to be unequal. Sin belongs to 


Man alone. The Devil of the Persians, and of the 


, 


more modern “ Doctors of Divinity,” is a super- 
mere to 


bear away the odium which man justly deserves, 


numerary in creation, a scape-goat, 
and which he is ashamed and unwilling to ac- 
knowledge. 

Sin is defined to be the “ transgression of the 
law.” The law of God is God’s own rule from 
which He will never depart. “ Love,’ says the in- 
spired writer, “is the fulfilling of the law.” From 
the same source we learn, that “ Gon 4ss Love.” 
We are also taught, that “he that Aateth his bro- 
ther, is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and 
knoweth not whither he goeth, because that dark- 
ness hath blinded his eyes.” (1 Jobn ii. 10.) “ God 
is Love”—God loveth and abideth in light. God’s 
law is fulfilled in and by love. What is sin? Ans. 
To hate isto sin. To hate is to be in darkness; 
not to know whither we go. Therefore, to sin, is to 
y astray in a Wrong path, and not to ob- 
taik the object desired. It is to transgress the law, 
which requires supreme love to God, who is Love ; 
and to love our neighbour as ourselves, (Ask our 
friends, who account us as the “ offscourings of the 
earth,” for the author and origin of their hatred to- 
What will they answer? “ God is 
His law is lovely. Where shall they go ? 
Surely, they will not own 
that they, good people, are under the dominion of 


miss—to 


wards us. 
Love.” 


To their own bosom ? 


their Devil, who they reserve as the exclusive father 
of those whom they hate. We read, “ The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” 
Surely, if this is truth, a Devil is altogether unneces- 
The heart is more deceitful than the Devil, 
and more wicked. The Devil would be corrupted, 
and his morals debased, by his intercourse with men 
possessing such deceitful wicked hearts. If it is des- 


sary. 


perately wicked to hate, the heart of man is the au- 
thor of the mischief; the Devil, considered abstract- 
ly from man, could not be so guilty. How conclu- 
sive! “The heart is deceitful above all things.” 
What! above the Devil? Yes; and more wicked 
too. Is it not deceitful to calumniate? Is it not 
wicked to accuse? Is not a Devil a calumniator 
and accuser? Heis. Alas! for our friends, what 
shall we call them? We must not accuse them 
wrongfully, nor calumniate them ; we must be cha- 
ritable, and call them “ good people,” with hearts, 
which civility and charity will not permit us to de- 
scribe.) 

The Devil, let him, or that, be whom, or what it 
may, is certainly an ugly something to speak of, 
which crosses the line in a paragraph, and introduces 
himself, when we are discoursing of our friends, very 
unseasonably. Whiat is he ? 

Ans. He is Judas. For Christ says, “ I have 
chosen you twelve, and ove of you is a Devil.” 
(Not one of you looks, or acts like, or serves the 
Devil.) Whatis it? Ans. Calumny ; accusation. 
Satan, who is he? Ans. Peter. For Christ said 
unto Peter, “ Get thee behind me, Satan.” What is 
it? Ans. Opposition. If you contend for the 
identity, the personality of the Devil, and Satan, 
Judas and Peter rise up before you. If you con- 





tend for the principle without the association, the 
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personification, the identity, you speak of calumny, 
accusation, and opposition in the abstract. 

There must be a Devil, because a Devil is spoken of. 
To speak of nothing, g, 
Troe. There isa Devil. Whois he = 
he is one of the twelve men whoin he had chosen: 
Ans. A “fallen angel.” 


“*] have chosen you twelve, and 


as some@hing, would be absurd. 


Christ says, 


Who do you say he is? 
How will it read ? 
one of youisa fallenangel.” [treads correctly. The 
mode of expression is varied, but the sense is pre- 
served. For an angel could not fall without be- 
coming a Devil. Judas was an angel, for all Chvist’s 
disciples were angels. They were messengers. The 
Greek word aggelous, signifies messengers ; and, al- 
though it is frequently translated angels, it is ren- 
dered messengers in James ii. 25. You are right. 
The Devil is a fallen angel. Judas was a fallen 
angel; and Christ says he is a Devil. A fallen an- 
velis a Devil, for Judas isa Devid, and Judas is a 
How harmonious is truth! 

(To be continued.) 
—~—_- 

Universalist Magazine. 


fallen angel. 


From the (Boston) 
BARKE, (¥T.) DEC. 16, 
To Br. Hosea Ballou, 


Dear Sir—Our venerable and beloved brother, 


aoe 
Une. 


WILLIAM FARWELL, departed this life on the 11th 
inst. at the house of his son, in this town, in the 
74th year ot his age. He had enjoyed very good 
health, for a man of his vears, till within two weeks 
of his death, when he fell on the ice, and about the 
same time took a violent cold, which terminated his 
mortal life. Ile had but just retuined from a jour- 
ney of four months into New-York, New-Hamp- 
shire, and through this state, and preached the Sab- 
bath before his confinement, in this vicinity. Br. 
Farwell remained firm in the belief, “'That the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world,” 
tothe last, and met death with christian fortitude 
ind resignation, giving in the manner of his death, 
the lie to the old assertion, that a belief in Universal 
Salvation, may do to live by, but will not do to die 


by. 


century, survives him, and is happy in the faith of 


the Gospel. 
Br. F. I believe, was the first man who preached 


the doctrine of impartial love in the north part of 


Vermont, if not in the state. My object in trou- 
bling you with this letter is, twat some suitable and 
respectful notice may be taken of the de uth of this 
aged servant of Christ, who has truly * borne the 
burden and heat of the day.”—God, my dear Sir, 
has provided some better things for us in the pre- 
sent day, than the violent opposition experienced 
by our fathers in the gospel. The deceased inform- 
ed me, that in five vears after he commenced 
preaching, he did not receive enough, in all given 
him, to pay one toll over Connecticut river. 

Our brother’s character was known to yourself, 
and for this purpose I have taken the liberty of ad- 
dressing this letter to you, hoping you will be so 
good as to make out an obituary notice for the 
Magazine. I preached his funeral sermon, to a 
very large concourse of people, from 2 Tim. iy 6.7, 





His wife, with whem he had lived a full half 
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8. * For I am now ready to be offered, and thet 


of my departure is at hand. T have fougint a tie 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept y», 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for mea wae 
righteousness, Which the Lord, the righteous Judo, 
shal] give ine at that day, and not to me only, a 
unto all them also that love his appearing.” 

“The Truth” is gaining ground very fast in this 
quarter; the harvest is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few. [am alone in this quarter, alaost, t) 
being but one preacher of Universal Grace within 
more than twenty miles of me. 

Accept, respected Sir, my best wishes for yoy, 
May the Lord stil! 
strengthen you to oppose “ spiritual wickedness jy 


temporal and spiritual welfare. 


high places,” and prosper your labours in his yine 
With esteem, your friend, 
JOHN E. PALMER. 
—~>——- 
Selected. 
CHRISTMAS HYMN 
JEHOVAH spoke and Gabriel sped, 


Upborne on wings of light; 


yard. 


Celestial glory round him spread, 
And chang'd to day, the night. 


Swift down to earth the Herald flew, 
From God’s eternal throne ; 
His shining robe of rainbow line, 


The stars, moon, sun, outshone 


The voice of Love was heard on high, 
Loud anthems roil'd“around 

Ten thousand angels lett the sky, 
lo chant salvation’s sound. 


Shout, shout for joy ; rejoice, O earth ' 
Hail, hail auspicious morn! 
Rejoice, rejoice, at Jesus’ birth, 


Jn him are nations born. 


From Zion's hiil to worlds above, 
Re-echoed back the strain ; 

And golden harps attun’d to love, 
Thus swept Ephratah’s plain ;— 


He comes! the mighty Saviour comes 
Good will, peace, joy prevail ; 
Gilad tidings shout: prepare him room 
Hail! glorious Saviour! hail ! 
Wide o'er the world thy sceptre sway, 
Till Nations prostrate fall ; 
Kings, priuces, men, thy law obey, 
And crown Thee Lerd of ALL. 
—_- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—2 CHRONICLES Xvuil. 
The “ Society for the Investigation and Vstal 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even- 
ing next, at 6 o'clock. 
~ ° 
TS Ao Inquiring Friend, requesting ar exposition o! 
Matt 31, 32, is referred to our Remarks oa Mr. Kut 
ner’s Discourse, in this Number. 


> 


XI 








eee _——_—__——— 
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, AT THE OFFICE OF THE GOSPEL 
HERALD, NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREET. 





Payable in Advance. 


